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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Jeffrey A. Apperson, Clerk, Western District of Kentucky
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President’s Message
Continued from page 1
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Continued on page 3

By Patricia McNutt, Clerk,
Eastern District of Tennessee
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By Susan Kern,
Docket Specialist, S.D. Iowa

The spirit of community service
and generosity is a year round priority
among staff members of the Southern
District of Iowa.   Deb Vogel, Donnell
Vance, Jamie Morawski and Susan
Kern also happen to be FCCA mem-
bers.  The reward that comes from
knowing you helped someone is price-
less.

Jamie Morawski originally be-
came involved with the Toys for Tots
campaign while she was employed at
the U.S. Postal Service.  Jamie recalls
her experience:  “There were so many
people working there that it just made
sense to get involved by having the U.S.
Marines deliver boxes for us to fill for

Continued on page 4
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BusinessBusinessBusinessBusinessBusiness
By Linda Lee, Site Selection Chair

Human Resource Coordinator, S.D. TX

in his unit.  Together with the Girl Scout
troop from St. Theresa’s school, we
filled 120 Christmas stockings with
goodies and letters of good tidings for
the holiday season and sent them to
Rich’s unit.  It remains important to us
that those who are serving our coun-
try know that we keep them in our
thoughts and hearts and we hope for
their safe return.

VVVVVolunteers frolunteers frolunteers frolunteers frolunteers from theom theom theom theom the
Eighth CirEighth CirEighth CirEighth CirEighth Circuitcuitcuitcuitcuit

the less fortunate children.  When I
joined the Clerk’s Office, I thought this
would be another great place to collect
toys for the Marines.”  Among the
many offices within the courthouse, we
are a very generous community.  This
is our second year of participation and
many children will benefit from our
contributions.  The rewards are great,
and the time it takes to participate is
minimal.  To become a drop-off site,
contact your local U.S. Marine Corp
office.

Donnell Vance became interested
in the American Cancer Society Daffo-
dil Days when her grandma lost her
battle with colon cancer.  This is her
fourth year of organizing the event. The
bright, yellow daffodil is the American
Cancer Society’s symbol of hope in the
fight against cancer.  Donors are able
to purchase bouquets of daffodils for
themselves or have them delivered
anonymously to cancer patients.  The
money from the sale of the colorful
flowers helps the AMCS fight cancer
through research, education, advocacy
and services for cancer patients and
their families.  As Donnell explains:  “I
contact the American Cancer Society in
early January for the packet.  From
there, I send e-mails and post fliers
throughout the courthouse.  The daf-
fodils arrive at the courthouse in
March.  They fill the courthouse with
their beauty, fragrance and are truly
gifts of joy.”  If you would like to orga-
nize a daffodil sale in your district, ac-
cess the web site at www.cancer.org.

Deb Vogel was an avid runner
when she discovered that her exercise
could be used to benefit the fight
against breast cancer.  She received in-
formation about “The Race for the
Cure” five years ago and has organized
the court family participation every
year since then.  Deb says:  “This is a
cause that everyone can relate to since

Continued from page 3

we all know someone whose life has
been affected by breast cancer. I had a
couple of scares myself.   This year was
especially emotional for us as one of
our magistrate judges developed breast
cancer.  It made the race even more
meaningful.”  The race/walk is held on
Saturday in mid-October in an area
near the courthouse.  The Friday be-
fore the race is “Denim Days” where
anyone in the court family can pay
$5.00 and wear their favorite denim to
work.  The contributions from “The
Race for the Cure” and Denim Days
help aid in the research to find a cure
for breast cancer.  To obtain informa-
tion on organizing The Race for the
Cure in your area, access
www.raceforthecure.org.

One of the largest, most reward-
ing campaigns that we started was the
care packages for the troops.  One of
our friends in the probation office was
a 1st Lieutenant in the Reserves.  Rich
learned in early January 2003 that his
unit was being activated and he would
soon be leaving for Iraq.  He came into
the Clerk’s Office and solemnly said,
“I got my orders, will you send me
some cookies?”  We did much better
than that!  We put up posters and sent
e-mails to everyone in the court family
and all of the offices within the court-
house telling them that we were col-
lecting items to send to Rich and his
troops. The response was overwhelm-
ing!  We collected hundreds of pounds
of goods to ship to Iraq.  Rich wrote us
after every shipment thanking us for
the boxes of goodies.  He said that some
of his troops didn’t even receive a card
or letter from home so our boxes were
very much appreciated by all.  He
would get the box and put the items
out on a table so that everyone could
choose what they wanted.  One of our
judges organized care package contri-
butions from several professional legal
associations that we sent to a law stu-
dent stationed there as well.  It was
with much delight that we learned Rich
would be returning to us before
Thanksgiving, but we didn’t want to
stop sending boxes to the other troops Continued on page 5
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The FCCA has several award pro-
grams that recognize members who
provide outstanding service to the
FCCA, the courts and the community.
Below is a summary of each award,
briefly describing each nomination and
selection process.

Angie AAngie AAngie AAngie AAngie Awardwardwardwardward

The Angie Award was created in
1982 to honor the memory of Angelo
“Angie” Locascio, former Clerk of the
U.S. District Court for the District of
New Jersey.  This award is only pre-
sented when a clerk of a federal court
has displayed, over a sustained period
of time, those highly commendable
qualities which Angie possessed, in-
cluding: an unrelenting commitment to
improving the administration of jus-
tice; fearless pursuit of his or her causes
and goals regardless of their popular-
ity; and unblemished integrity.

Any FCCA member who is a
Clerk of Court and has demonstrated
the unique qualities shown by Angelo
Locascio, is eligible for the Angie
Award.  Any FCCA member may make
a nomination. The nomination form
can be found on the FCCA website.
Nominations shall be submitted to the
Chair of the Clerks’ Council.  (Editor’s
Note:  Bill McCool, Clerk, N.D. Fla.,
currently is Chair of the Clerks’ Coun-
cil.)  Nominations received after June
30 will be considered for the following
year.

FFFFFederal Court Clerksederal Court Clerksederal Court Clerksederal Court Clerksederal Court Clerks
Association AAssociation AAssociation AAssociation AAssociation Awwwwwardsardsardsardsards

By Sue Rigan
Awards Chair, W.D. Mich.

The Angie award is a specialized
award and will not necessarily be
awarded on an annual basis.  The de-
cision of whether to select an indi-
vidual as the recipient of an Angie
Award shall be by majority vote of the
Executive Board of the Clerks’ Coun-
cil.  The award winner will receive an
Angie Award plaque at the Annual
Conference and an article will be writ-
ten about the winner for publication in
the FCCA Journal.  The name of each
Angie Award winner will be engraved
on the original Angie Award in the
courthouse of the District of New Jer-
sey.

Ross Levy Memorial ARoss Levy Memorial ARoss Levy Memorial ARoss Levy Memorial ARoss Levy Memorial Awardwardwardwardward

The Ross Levy Award was estab-
lished in memory of Ross Levy, an
FCCA member whose loyalty and
spirit live on after his untimely death.
Its purpose is to ensure recognition and
appreciation to those deputy clerks
around the country whose perfor-
mances both on and off the job have
been exemplary and who’ve had an
outstanding impact on the FCCA.  The
recipient of the award will be recog-
nized at the Annual Conference, and
will receive a plaque and a check for
$200.

The successful nominee must be
a current member of the FCCA as well
as a current employee of the federal
courts. S/he should have been a mem-
ber of the FCCA for at least five years
and must have assisted the FCCA in
fulfilling its mission in a significant
way. The individual must have contrib-
uted considerable time and energy in
developing programs and activities to
benefit the FCCA’s membership. The
individual’s performance must be of
such high caliber that s/he is easily rec-
ognized and respected by the FCCA’s
officers and board members.

The Ross Levy Memorial Awards
Program is administered by the Chair
of the Deputy Clerks’ Council (Editor’s
Note:  Cris Squieri-Beeman, C.D. Cal.
currently is Chair of the Deputy Clerks’
Council) and two of its members.
Names of nominees must be submit-

ted to the Chair of the Deputy Clerks’
Council no later than May 15th of each
year.  Nomination forms are available
on the FCCA’s website.  Nominations
will be reviewed by the committee and
the name of the successful member will
be announced in the summer issue of
the Journal.

FCCA Foundation Dwight D.FCCA Foundation Dwight D.FCCA Foundation Dwight D.FCCA Foundation Dwight D.FCCA Foundation Dwight D.
Opperman Public Service AOpperman Public Service AOpperman Public Service AOpperman Public Service AOpperman Public Service Awardwardwardwardward

At the 1999 Annual Conference in
Miami, the FCCA Foundation awarded
the first Public Service Award. This
award recognizes and rewards deputy
clerks who consistently render extraor-
dinary service to the public, thereby
enhancing the image of the Clerk’s Of-
fice and the court. The Foundation
awards $1,500 and a plaque to those
deputy clerks who are nominated and
selected. The name of the award rec-
ognizes the generous donation by the
Dwight D. Opperman Foundation of
sufficient funds to endow the Public
Service Award. Mr. Opperman was the
Chairman and CEO of West Publish-
ing Company. This award will be
granted whenever there is a worthy
recipient and will not necessarily be
made annually. The recipient will be
determined by a committee consisting
of the Chairpersons of the FCCA
Clerks’ Council and Deputy Clerks’
Council and a member of the Board of
Directors of the FCCA Foundation.

Nominees must be front-line em-
ployees who regularly interact with the
public and consistently do so in an ex-
emplary manner so as to enhance the
image of the Clerk’s Office and the
courts. Such service to the public must
have been over a sustained period of
time (for at least a year).  Nominees
must be recommended by their super-
visor and/or peers and endorsed by
the clerk.  A nominee’s last perfor-
mance rating must have been at least
above average, and he or she must
have received the highest rating pos-
sible for that part of the rating that cov-
ers dealing with the public.  Addition-
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Continued from page 5

ally, a nominee must have been a mem-
ber of FCCA for at least one year.

Nominations are to be submitted
to the President of the FCCA (Editor’s
Note:  Jeff Apperson, W.D. KY, cur-
rently is serving as FCCA President)
between January 1 and February 28 of
each year.  The nomination, not to ex-
ceed two pages of narrative, must in-
clude specific examples of exemplary
performance and must clearly establish
that the nominee meets all eligibility
criteria. The President will hold all
nominations and submit them in a
batch to the Screening Committee by
March 15.  By May 15, the Screening
Committee will decide whether an
award will be made. The presentation
of the award and plaque are an-
nounced at the Annual Conference.

Special Service ASpecial Service ASpecial Service ASpecial Service ASpecial Service Awardwardwardwardward

This award started in 1995 and is
presented to FCCA members who have
contributed significantly to the organi-
zation.  Anyone may nominate a fel-
low FCCA member for this award by
submittting a written narrative to the
Awards Chair (Editor ’s Note:  Sue
Rigan, W.D. MI currently is serving as
Awards Chair) explaining in detail why
the nominee is deserving of special rec-
ognition.  The deadline for submissions
is announced in the Journal and is gen-
erally two months before the Annual
Conference.  Nominations are re-
viewed by the Awards Committee
members and a recommendation is
made to the FCCA President, who will
make the final decision.  No more than
five Special Service Awards are usually
given in a year.  The recipient(s) do not
know that they will be receiving this
award until the presentation is made
at the Annual Conference Banquet.
They receive special recognition at the
banquet, along with an engraved gift.

TTTTTwenty-Five Ywenty-Five Ywenty-Five Ywenty-Five Ywenty-Five Year Service Aear Service Aear Service Aear Service Aear Service Awardswardswardswardswards

This award consists of a 25-year
pin and a certificate.  Both are pre-

sented to all FCCA  members who have
been members for 25 years.  Each re-
cipient is recognized at the Annual
Conference during the awards presen-
tation.

Miscellaneous AMiscellaneous AMiscellaneous AMiscellaneous AMiscellaneous Awardswardswardswardswards

The FCCA consistently recognizes
those members who dedicate them-
selves to the FCCA by providing their
time and service.  Officers and mem-
bers of the Board of Directors receive
special recognition at the Annual Con-
ference along with committee chairs,
committee members, and the court
hosting the Annual Conference.

The 2004 Awards Committee con-
sists of Sue Rigan, W.D. MI,  Chair; and
members Sheila Beauchene, D. N.D.;
Amy Hickox, Bankr. ID; and Cindy
Idema, W.D. MI.  If you would like
more information about the FCCA
Awards, please visit the website, or
contact any Awards Committee mem-
ber, or your local FCCA representative.

The Central District of California
will be the host court of the FCCA 2004
Annual Conference.  It is scheduled to
be held in Anaheim, California, from
Sunday, June 27 through Thursday, July
1, 2004.  Team California Central is very
excited to be hosting this year’s annual
conference.  We think you will be very
happy with what we have planned.

We are striving to put on the best
ever educational conference.  We have
scheduled some interesting new for-
mats and classes. The list of breakout
sessions is included in this edition of
the Journal, at page 17.

The agenda also is included to
provide you with information about
the schedule of educational and social

FCCA 2004FCCA 2004FCCA 2004FCCA 2004FCCA 2004
Annual ConferAnnual ConferAnnual ConferAnnual ConferAnnual Conferenceenceenceenceence

SundaySundaySundaySundaySunday, June 27 -, June 27 -, June 27 -, June 27 -, June 27 -
ThursdayThursdayThursdayThursdayThursday, July 1, July 1, July 1, July 1, July 1

By Cristina Squieri-Beeman, Clerk’s
Office Supervisor, C.D. Cal.

�

events.  In keeping with our theme
“Reach for the Stars,” the President’s
reception will be held at Universal Stu-
dios in Hollywood.  You are requested
to come dressed as your favorite Hol-
lywood star.  We know there are a lot
of Marilyn Monroes and Clark Gables
among us.

The conference will be held at the
Anaheim Sheraton.  We were able to
secure an amazingamazingamazingamazingamazing conference price:

Standard rooms $  95/night
“Smart” rooms $ 115/night
Suites $ 155/night
“Smart” rooms provide capability

for faxing and copy work.  Room rates
are for up to four people in a room and
parking has been reduced to $3 per day.
All rooms are a fabulous bargain, but
please remember that there are a lim-
ited number of suites and smart rooms.
If you are interested in reserving one,
you should do so early.  To do so, call
the hotel’s toll free number: 1-800-325-
3535.

We hope to have all the informa-
tion you may need on the FCCA
website by the end of this month.
Please keep an eye out.  We will have
t-shirts, polo shirts, and travel mugs
available for purchase.  Those who buy
these early will receive a discount and
find themselves saving enough to pur-
chase extra items!

If you have any questions, please
call Dawn Bullock at 213-894-0662 or
Cristina Beeman at 714-338-4760 and
we will be more than happy to assist
you. �

10,000 Pints for 2004!10,000 Pints for 2004!10,000 Pints for 2004!10,000 Pints for 2004!10,000 Pints for 2004!

By Maria J.Q. Carpenter, Blood Drive
Chair, Jury Administrator, D. Conn.

Almost all of us get hooked on
reality shows during the year.  My per-
sonal favorite is Survivor, no matter
where they are!  The winners of those
shows become a hero of sorts, for a little
while, then usually fade away.  While

Continued on page 7



FCCA Journal • Winter 2004 www.fcca.ws • 7

watching an episode one day, I thought
we should have a reality show about
real heroes – people who donate blood.

The show would track how giv-
ing a pint of blood or platelets helps
other people, and what happens to the
people whose lives may have been
saved because of that one pint dona-
tion.  It would be nice to think the re-
cipient or a family member also do-
nates blood because of the blood re-
ceived.  Like the movie, “Pay It For-
ward,” if those who receive blood, then

donate blood and hence “pay it for-
ward,” the donated blood could go to
three other people.  Those three people
would then give to three people, and
so on.  Before you know it, the blood
banks would be overflowing and we
would never have a shortage.  Well, so
much for “reality” programming!

The truth is that the blood banks
are never overflowing.  There is always
a need for blood and platelets.  This is
especially true during the holiday sea-
son.  When you are out and about, stop
by your local Red Cross blood drive.
You do not have to wait until your of-

fice runs a drive.  You are eligible to
donate every 56 days!  Just be sure that
when you donate, you let your blood
drive coordinator know so you can be
added to the total report for your court.

The twentieth anniversary of
FCCA blood drives will be in 2004.  I
would love to reach 10,000 pints do-
nated in 2004.  This would mean we
would have to work very hard to get
the 1,767 pints needed to reach this
goal, but I know we can do it.  Go on,
go out and

GIVE AGIVE AGIVE AGIVE AGIVE A PINT TODA PINT TODA PINT TODA PINT TODA PINT TODAYYYYY!

10,000 Pints for 2004!10,000 Pints for 2004!10,000 Pints for 2004!10,000 Pints for 2004!10,000 Pints for 2004!
Continued from page 6

BLOOD FOR LIFE DONORS
Date of Report: Reporting Period: May 1, 2003-April 30, 2004

Report due: on or before May 15, 2004

U. S. Bankruptcy or District Court:

Address:

City:  State:  Zip:

Telephone: (         )

Local FCCA Blood Drive Coordinator:

Total # of pints donated in this year’s Blood Drive
     (include all pints donated by your court, FCCA members and non-members)

Send report to: Maria Carpenter, FCCA Blood Drive Chair Telephone: 860-240-3208
United States District Court Facsimile:   860-240-3211
450 Main Street E-Mail: Lotus Notes or
Hartford, CT 06103 Maria_Carpenter/CTD/02/USCourts@USCourts

or
Maria_Carpenter@CTD.USCourts.gov

Name of FCCA Donor
(Please Print or Type)

Total # of
Pints

Name of FCCA Donor
(Please Print or Type)
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FFFFFrrrrrom the Deputy Clerks’ Cornerom the Deputy Clerks’ Cornerom the Deputy Clerks’ Cornerom the Deputy Clerks’ Cornerom the Deputy Clerks’ Corner
By Cristina Squieri-Beeman, Chair, Deputy Clerks Council,
Central District of California

�

Hello fellow FCCA members!
There isn’t much new information for
me to pass on to you.  My efforts have
been directed toward this year’s an-
nual conference.  The Central District
of California will be hosting the con-
ference.  I am very excited to be a part
of this year’s host committee.  I prom-
ise you that it will be one of the best
conferences ever.  We have exciting
speakers and some interesting new for-
mats.  You can get an advance look at
the agenda and break-out sessions in
this edition of the Journal at pages 10 &
17.  We look forward to seeing you in
Anaheim in June.

Even though the membership
drive is officially ended, I want to re-
mind everyone that it’s never too late
to become a member.  Share your copy
of the Journal with friends and col-
leagues and show them the agenda for
this year’s conference.  If you know of
someone who is still interested in be-
coming a member, or who would like
to attend this year’s conference, and is
not yet a member, please have them
contact their district representative or
visit our website at http://
www.fcca.ws/  for more information.
You can always drop me an e-mail or
give me a call and I will be more than
happy to assist with signing up a new
member.

In addition to membership, you
can check out many wonderful things
on our website, such as forms for nomi-
nations for board members and circuit
representatives, and awards.  It won’t
be long before the deadline for accept-
ing nominations for the Ross Levy
award will be here.  We did not receive
one nomination last year and that
proved to be very disappointing.  We
have very deserving individuals out
there, so please get your nominations
in before it is too late.

We also have a great scholarship
committee which has helped many col-
leagues throughout the country in cov-
ering many different educational ex-
penses.  Most everyone has at least one
individual in their office who is attend-
ing classes after work and most would
welcome any assistance, no matter how
minor, from FCCA.  They just need to
become a member and fill out an ap-
plication.

As always, we have the blood
drive in full force.  Remember you
don’t have to have a blood drive in
your office to donate.  You may donate
blood anywhere and it will count to-
ward your district’s contribution.  Just
inform either your local Blood Drive
Coordinator or the FCCA Blood Drive
Chair, Maria J.Q. Carpenter (see form
on page 7).

Please do not forget that I am here
to assist you, and I would love to hear
from you.  If you need assistance in
locating or contacting your district or
circuit representative, do not hesitate
to contact me at the number listed be-
low.   Any questions, ideas or sugges-
tions you may have, please feel free to
contact me.  I am always happy to help
and I am eager to hear from you.

I look forward to seeing you all in
Anaheim.

Cristina_Beeman@cacd.uscourts.gov

714-338-4760

October is Breast Cancer
Awareness Month and Na-
tional Cookie Month.  To raise
money for breast cancer re-
search, the Quentin N. Burdick
U.S. Courthouse in Fargo,
North Dakota, held a cookie
bake-off and bake sale on
Wednesday, October 22,
2003.  Dozens and dozens of
fantastic cookies and bars
were displayed and sold.  Six
judges were chosen from
within the building to award
prizes to the bakers of the
most delicious cookies.  This
proved to be a very difficult
task as the judges found out
we have wonderful bakers in
our building.  The bake sale
raised over $450.  The CFC
proceeds went to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society in honor
of Breast Cancer Awareness.

We also held our 2nd Annual
CFC Chili Cook-Off on Friday,
November 14, 2003.  Four-
teen pots of chili were entered
in this year’s competition.
Many creative varieties of chili
were enjoyed by all.  We had
elk burger, venison burger,
and beanless chili to name a
few.  A panel of  judges was
selected to choose the best
pot of chili.  The Chili Cook-
Off raised $410 for the CFC.

A Very Tasty Fund Raiser
- Combined Federal

Campaign (CFC)

By Lisa Clark
Jury Deputy, D. N.D.
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�

Cheryl SwCheryl SwCheryl SwCheryl SwCheryl Sweateateateateat
District Representative,

Administrative Assistant, E.D. Tenn.

Spotlight on MembersSpotlight on MembersSpotlight on MembersSpotlight on MembersSpotlight on Members

Jeffrey A. Apperson,
Clerk, Western District of Kentucky
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The Mid-Year Board Meeting was
held on Saturday, January 17, 2004, in
Albuquerque, New Mexico.  Betty Jack-
son and Elizabeth Davis were wonder-
ful hostesses.  On Friday evening, they
arranged a fabulous dinner outing to
the High Finance Restaurant at the top
of the Sandia Mountains, accessed by
tram ride.  The group was able to en-
joy a breathtaking view of the moun-
tains and an awesome sunset.

We were off to an early start on
Saturday, with an 8:30 AM tour of their
beautiful, five-year old federal court-
house.  The courthouse has stunning
architecture, including a rotunda with
circular staircases and floors, a shared
two-story library, and materials and
decor that reflect the natural beauty of
New Mexico.

The Board Meeting began at 9:30
am and continued until 4:30 pm. Re-
ports were made by the various com-

FCCA Mid-YFCCA Mid-YFCCA Mid-YFCCA Mid-YFCCA Mid-Yearearearearear
Board MeetingBoard MeetingBoard MeetingBoard MeetingBoard Meeting

By Patricia L. McNutt,
Clerk, E.D. Tenn.

Continued on page 19
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ference in Orlando, or this year’s con-
ference in Anaheim.

Bill McCool, Clerks’ Council, re-
ported on various activities of the
Council, including two key issues the
Council has worked on since the Or-
lando conference:  the budget and leave
carry-over for court unit executives.
The Council worked closely with Jeff
Apperson and others on the budget is-
sues and in part due to these efforts,
the district courts fared better than
originally anticipated in the final bud-
get allotments.   Also, a Judicial Im-
provement Bill, endorsed by Senators
Hatch and Leahy, has been introduced
in Congress that has a provision per-
mitting court unit executives to carry
over up to 720 hours of annual leave.
There is a good chance it will pass.

Sue Rigan reported on the Awards
Program.  She also requested that rec-
ognition be provided to the district rep-
resentatives who work very hard to re-
cruit members and to assist the FCCA.
The Board approved holding a district
representative appreciation breakfast at
the Annual Conference in Anaheim.
Other ideas for recognition, such as
Journal articles and certificates, were
discussed and supported.

Pam Twiford reported on the
membership campaign.  As of Febru-
ary 6, 1030 applications had been re-
ceived: 921 deputy clerks, 56 chief
deputy clerks and 53 clerks.  There are
still several large courts that have not
reported their membership applica-
tions.  The Board agreed that courts
need to strive to report more timely.

mittees.  Linda Lee gave the report on
the Site Selection Committee.  The
Board asked for more information on
the proposals submitted by the three
courts being considered for the site of
the 2006 FCCA Annual Conference.
Once the information is received, the
Board will vote by conference call on
the proposals.

FCCA Mid-YFCCA Mid-YFCCA Mid-YFCCA Mid-YFCCA Mid-Yearearearearear
Board MeetingBoard MeetingBoard MeetingBoard MeetingBoard Meeting
Continued from page 18

The Board listened enthusiasti-
cally to Sherri Carter ’s report of the
agenda and activities planned for the
2004 FCCA Annual Conference in Ana-
heim, California.  It is shaping up to be
a stupendous conference, definitely one
you don’t want to miss.  A unique fea-
ture of this year’s conference will be
educational programs that can be used
for credit towards a certificate or a col-
lege degree at Michigan State Univer-
sity (MSU) (see p. 17).  Maureen
Connor, the program coordinator at
MSU, attended the meeting and pro-
vided more details on the program.
The Board plans to offer courses at fu-
ture conferences which can meet credit
requirements for the MSU program.

Cris Beeman, Deputy Clerks’
Council, reported on efforts to raise
funds for the FCCA conference.  The
sale of conference pins will continue.
Please contact Cris if you would like
to purchase a pin from last year’s con-

Continued on page 20
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By Bill McCool, Clerk, N.D. Fla.
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The Finance Report and
Treasurer’s reports indicated that the
FCCA is fiscally sound.  The only un-
expected news was Betty Jackson’s an-
nouncement that after serving as Trea-
surer a total of four years (two terms),
she will not run in the upcoming elec-
tion.  She released a statement that said:

“Thank you to all present and past
Board Members for your support and
a rewarding and unique opportunity
to serve all members of the Federal
Court Clerks’ Association.  My best
wishes for the future to you and this
outstanding professional organiza-
tion.”

The Board members expressed
their heartfelt appreciation for her ex-
traordinary service as Treasurer.

Ralph DeLoach, Clerk of the Dis-
trict Court of Kansas, Norman Meyer,
Clerk of the New Mexico Bankruptcy
Court, and Sheryl Loesch, Clerk of the
District Court for the Middle District
of Florida, reported on recent interna-
tional activities with which they have
been involved for the judiciary and
FCCA.  Ralph is the Chair of the
FCCA’s new International Relations
Committee.  Ralph and Norman said
there are many potential opportunities
for the FCCA and its members to as-
sist foreign countries in developing
democratic judicial systems.  We will
hear more about this in future articles
in the Journal and at the annual confer-
ence in Anaheim.

After a long, hard day, the group
relaxed Saturday evening at the
Tucanos Brazilian Grill and enjoyed
many courses of tasty Brazilian food
and the camaraderie of each other.  It
was a great ending to a very produc-
tive mid-year meeting.

FCCA Mid-YFCCA Mid-YFCCA Mid-YFCCA Mid-YFCCA Mid-Yearearearearear
Board MeetingBoard MeetingBoard MeetingBoard MeetingBoard Meeting

Continued from page 19
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Embracing ChangEmbracing ChangEmbracing ChangEmbracing ChangEmbracing Change:e:e:e:e:
CM/ECF for theCM/ECF for theCM/ECF for theCM/ECF for theCM/ECF for the

Southern District ofSouthern District ofSouthern District ofSouthern District ofSouthern District of
OhioOhioOhioOhioOhio

By Bill Baker, Resident
Deputy-in-Charge, S.D. Ohio
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If you are a Docket Clerk and
are interested in participating on
the Docket Clerk Committee,
please contact Rob Walker at
(804)916-2232 or by e-mail at
 Robert_Walker@vaed.uscourts.gov

Rob serves as Chair of the
Docket Clerk Committee for the
FCCA and is currently recruiting
one new member from each cir-
cuit.  Call or e-mail Rob today
and make a difference!

Recruiting Docket
Clerks
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SharSharSharSharShare Updatee Updatee Updatee Updatee Update

�

By Maria J. Q. Carpenter,
Leave Share Chairperson,

Jury Administrator, D. Conn.

A schedule for submission and
publication of the Journal has

been established. Please
submit articles for the next

issue by April 15, 2004 to the
Managing Editor at the address
listed on the inside front cover.
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RussiaRussiaRussiaRussiaRussia
By Ralph DeLoach, Clerk,

District of Kansas
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The new FCCA website devel-
opment continues as Presi-
dent Jeff Apperson gives final
approval of the new look.  Re-
organized current content
along with new features will be
part of the redesigned site.
Some of the new features will
include a “Contact Jeff” form
to interact with our FCCA
president and a changing front
page that will feature “hot
topic” news from the judiciary.

Remember ... if you have
ideas or suggestions for the
new website, please contact
Linda Wade at:

 Linda_Wade@flmd.uscourts.gov

This website is your resource
and we can only be sure to
meet your needs through in-
put from you.

Under Construction

By Linda Wade
Webmaster, Middle Florida

FCCA Calendar ofFCCA Calendar ofFCCA Calendar ofFCCA Calendar ofFCCA Calendar of
EvEvEvEvEventsentsentsentsents

June 27- July 1, 2004
FCCA Annual Meeting

in Anaheim, CA
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Ellie Whitsett, Relief Courtroom
Deputy, U.S. District Court, Southern
District of California suffered a
devasting loss last October.  Her home
was completely destroyed by the wild
fires in San Diego County.   (See pic-
tures above and at http://www.
leapfrogsw.com/fire/) Her insurance
was not nearly sufficient to cover her
loss.  When FCCA President Jeff
Apperson learned of her loss, he called
an emergency Board Meeting to obtain
approval to raise funds to assist, and
to issue an immediate check in the

amount of $500 to Ms. Whitsett to pro-
vide some relief.  Over the next few
months, the FCCA members and non-
members donated $7600 for aid to
court employees who were victims of
the wild fires.  The Board established a
process for any court victims to apply
for relief funds.  Only Ms. Whitsett did
so.  At the Mid-Year Board Meeting, the
Board approved donating $7100 to Ms.
Whitsett to assist her in the recovery
from the loss of her home.  On January
26, 2004, President Apperson presented
Ms. Whitsett with a check for $7100.

The remaining $500 was repaid to the
FCCA Treasury to offset the $500 paid
out of the Treasury to Ms. Whitsett last
fall.

Thanks to all of the FCCA mem-
bers and non-members who contrib-
uted to help a fellow court employee
recover from an enormous loss.

As Mr. Apperson stated, “One of
the missions of our organization is to
help our colleagues in need due to
natural disasters.”

�

It is now time to  nominate a
deputy clerk who is an  FCCA mem-
ber and “whose performance, both on
and off the job ha[s] been exemplary,
ha[s] had an outstanding impact on the
Federal Court Clerks Association, and
is recognized and appreciated.”  Surely,
there is someone that you know who
fits the bill.  Past winners are Kay
Mixon (Virginia), Meri Lightbody
(California), Val Pulley (Washington,

By Corrine A. Szalay

Ross Levy Memorial ARoss Levy Memorial ARoss Levy Memorial ARoss Levy Memorial ARoss Levy Memorial Awwwwwardardardardard

D.C.), David Stechmann (Louisiana)
and John Zingo (Pennsylvania).  As you
can see, we have had deputy clerks
from courts across  the country.  What
about your court?  Don’t you have
someone you work with deserving of
this award?

Please read over the prerequisites
of the Ross Levy Memorial Awards
Program as set forth on the FCCA web

site (www.id.uscourts.gov/fcca) or ask
your Board member or district repre-
sentative for the information you need
to nominate the deputy clerk that you
believe is most deserving of this award.
The important deadline for nomina-deadline for nomina-deadline for nomina-deadline for nomina-deadline for nomina-
tionstionstionstionstions is May 15, 2004May 15, 2004May 15, 2004May 15, 2004May 15, 2004 and the nomina-
tions form should be mailed to me,
Corrine A. Szalay, United States Court-
house, Room 1940, 500 Pearl Street,
New York, NY 10007.

�
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2003 T2003 T2003 T2003 T2003 Tax Actax Actax Actax Actax Act
By Donna DiMaggio, CRC, CFP
Gate Financial Planning Services

FEDERAL RETIREMENT FEDERAL RETIREMENT FEDERAL RETIREMENT FEDERAL RETIREMENT FEDERAL RETIREMENT WWWWWORKSHOPSORKSHOPSORKSHOPSORKSHOPSORKSHOPS

       DO        DO        DO        DO        DO YYYYYOU HAOU HAOU HAOU HAOU HAVE ENOUGH MONEY VE ENOUGH MONEY VE ENOUGH MONEY VE ENOUGH MONEY VE ENOUGH MONEY TTTTTO RETIRE?O RETIRE?O RETIRE?O RETIRE?O RETIRE?

Retirement Planning Workshops
       for Federal Employees

Workshops Provided:
· On-Site
· Early, Pre, Mid Career

Retirement
· CSRS – CSRS Offset
· FERS – FERS Transferees
· Law Enforcement
· Military – Reservists
· Federal benefits
· FEGLI, FEGHB, LTC,

TSP
· Financial Planning
· 90 minutes, 2 or 4 hour,

one or two day workshop
· Qualified & Experienced,

Certified Financial Plan-
ners Instructors

· Quality Workbooks
· One Affordable Rate

     CALL f     CALL f     CALL f     CALL f     CALL for a Quote or a Quote or a Quote or a Quote or a Quote TTTTTODODODODODAAAAAY!Y!Y!Y!Y!
              800-437-6710800-437-6710800-437-6710800-437-6710800-437-6710

This is the QuestionQuestionQuestionQuestionQuestion
on Everyone’s Mind:

What’s In It For ME!

Call With Questions!
800-437-6710

GaGaGaGaGate Fte Fte Fte Fte Financial Planning Serinancial Planning Serinancial Planning Serinancial Planning Serinancial Planning Servicesvicesvicesvicesvices

Call US Call US Call US Call US Call US AAAAATTTTT
800-437-6710800-437-6710800-437-6710800-437-6710800-437-6710

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.g.g.g.g.gaaaaatefps.comtefps.comtefps.comtefps.comtefps.com
gatefps@att.netgatefps@att.netgatefps@att.netgatefps@att.netgatefps@att.net

LET US FILL IN LET US FILL IN LET US FILL IN LET US FILL IN LET US FILL IN THE DETTHE DETTHE DETTHE DETTHE DETAILS!AILS!AILS!AILS!AILS!

Comments by ones who have
attended our workshops:

“Impr“Impr“Impr“Impr“Impressiessiessiessiessivvvvve Pre Pre Pre Pre Presentaesentaesentaesentaesentation!”tion!”tion!”tion!”tion!”

“V“V“V“V“Vererererery Infy Infy Infy Infy Infororororormamamamamatititititivvvvve”e”e”e”e”

“Good “Good “Good “Good “Good TTTTTrrrrraining Maaining Maaining Maaining Maaining Materterterterterials”ials”ials”ials”ials”

“V“V“V“V“Vererererery knoy knoy knoy knoy knowledgwledgwledgwledgwledgeaeaeaeaeabbbbblelelelele. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Greaeaeaeaeattttt
     Session. Good Speak     Session. Good Speak     Session. Good Speak     Session. Good Speak     Session. Good Speaker!”er!”er!”er!”er!”

Call to scheduleCall to scheduleCall to scheduleCall to scheduleCall to schedule
YYYYYOUR upcomingOUR upcomingOUR upcomingOUR upcomingOUR upcoming

WWWWWorororororkshopkshopkshopkshopkshop
TTTTTODODODODODAAAAAY!Y!Y!Y!Y!

800-437-6710800-437-6710800-437-6710800-437-6710800-437-6710
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Special Service ASpecial Service ASpecial Service ASpecial Service ASpecial Service Awwwwwardardardardard

Nominations SoughtNominations SoughtNominations SoughtNominations SoughtNominations Sought
By Sue Rigan,

Awards Committee Chair
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A Memorable SuccessA Memorable SuccessA Memorable SuccessA Memorable SuccessA Memorable Success

By Robert Walker
Criminal Docket Clerk, E.D. VA
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By David Stechmann

 75TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE

    400 Photos                   $12 per CD

ORLANDO, FLORIDA
June 22-26, 2003

CD on SALE
504-277-SHOW (7469)

ONLINE at www.SHINEPRESENTS.COM
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STATE DIVISION CONTACT PERSON TELEPHONE
FIRST CIRCUIT
Maine Diane Aube (207) 780-3356
Massachusetts District Court Virginia A. Hurley (617) 748-9166
Massachusetts Appellate Donna Barchard (617) 748-9061
Massachusetts Bankruptcy Anita Scigliano
New Hampshire District Court Janice Boucher (603) 225-1533
New Hampshire Bankruptcy Nancy B. Smith
Rhode Island Claire Parvin (401) 752-7225
Puerto Rico District Court Frances Rios de Moran (787) 772-3011
Puerto Rico Bankruptcy Celestino Matta-Mendez
SECOND
Connecticut Maria Carpenter (860) 240-3208
New York Eastern Eileen Levine (212) 857-2294
New York Eastern Bk. Marie DiMarco
New York Northern Wendy Lindskoog (518) 257-1802
New York Northern Bk. Jeffery Dingman (315) 266-1106
New York Southern Corrine Szalay (212) 805-0103
New York Southern – White Plains Lorraine Lombardo (914) 390-4002
New York Southern Bk. Kathleen Farrell (212) 668-2870
New York Western Kimberly Picone (716) 332-7834
New York Western Bk. Michelle Pierce (716) 551-4130
Vermont District & Bankruptcy Darrell Bratton (802) 951-6395
Court of Mary Jane Mulvehill (212) 264-1799
   International Trade
THIRD
Pennsylvania Appellate Kathy Brower (267) 299-4932
Delaware Marlene Warrant (302) 573-6170
New Jersey Edith Jazmin (973) 645-3110
Pennsylvania Eastern John Zingo (267) 299-7106
Pennsylvania Middle Kevin Calpin (570) 207-5601
Pennsylvania Western Diane Gunn (412) 208-7515
Virgin Islands Cynthia Romney (340) 776-0221
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STATE DIVISION CONTACT PERSON TELEPHONE
FOURTH
Maryland Bea Merez (410) 962-3793
No. Carolina Eastern Susan McWhorter
No. Carolina Eastern Bk. Wayburn Mills
No. Carolina Middle Dennis P. Iavarone (336) 332-6012
No. Carolina Western Terry Leitner (704) 350-7416
No. Carolina Western Bk. Cecilia Burr
So. Carolina Sallie Dixon (803) 253-3676
Virginia Appellate Marilyn K. Beck
Virginia Eastern Marge Krahn (757) 222-7238
Virginia Western Deborah Mayhew
W. Virginia Northern Judy Shelton (304) 636-1445 ext. 233
W. Virginia Southern Judy Kirkpatrick (304) 420-6490
FIFTH
Louisiana Eastern Isidore Grisoli (504) 589-7712
Louisiana Middle Jimmy Purvis
Louisiana Western Catherine Bacon (337) 593-5001
Louisiana Western–Bk. Trelvis Dunford
Mississippi Northern Billie Maddox (662) 390-4304
Mississippi Southern Karen Shearer (601) 965-4440
Texas Eastern Barbara Braley (903) 590-1012
Texas Northern Esmeralda Henry (214) 753-2152
Texas Southern Linda Lee (713) 250-5564
Texas Western-Austin Nancy Fay (210) 472-6552
Texas Western-Waco Mary  Cunningham
Texas Western-San Antonio Michael Simon (210) 472-6552
SIXTH
Kentucky Eastern Phyllis H. Tackett (859) 233-2503
Kentucky Western Trish Carter (502) 625-3542
Michigan Eastern Kim Grimes
Michigan Western Cindy Idema (616) 456-2376
Ohio Northern Ronnie Adamo (216) 357-7030
Ohio Northern-Bk. Tim Chitwood
Ohio Southern Mary Kaye Budge
Tennessee Eastern Cheryl Sweat (865) 545-4234
Tennessee Middle Ann Frantz
Tennessee Middle-Bk.
Tennessee Western Sue Hull-Toye (901) 495-1277
Tennessee Western-Bk. Machelle Clark (901) 328-3645
SEVENTH
Illinois Appellate
Illinois Central
Illinois Northern
Illinois Southern
Indiana Northern
Indiana Southern
Wisconsin Eastern
Wisconsin Western/BK
EIGHTH
Arkansas Eastern
Arkansas Western John R. Stauffer (479) 709-5419
Iowa
Iowa Southern Susan Kern (515) 284-6299
Minnesota Karen Mack
Missouri Appellate Linda Dahm
Missouri Eastern Jeanne Pattrin
Missouri Western Michele Nelson (816) 512-5036
Nebraska Jennifer Stone (402) 661-7364
No. Dakota Anne M. Kuschel (701) 297-7002
So. Dakota Jackie Meisenheimer (605) 330-4447
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STATE DIVISION CONTACT PERSON TELEPHONE
NINTH
Alaska
Arizona Deb Lucas (602) 322-7100
Arizona Bankruptcy Kathy Stull (602) 640-5800
California Appellate Robert E. Rucker (415) 556-9585
California BAP Nancy Dickerson (626) 583-7906
California Central Dawn Bullock (213) 894-0662
California Eastern Marianne Matherly (559) 498-7257
California Eastern-Bankruptcy Norman Sherman (916) 930-4400
California Northern - San Francisco Ian Keye (415) 522-2003
California Northern - San Jose Linda Monroe (408) 535-5378
California Northern Bk. Dennis Bilecki (707) 525-8714
California Southern Thelma Mason (619) 557-6418
California Southern-Bk. Barry K. Lander (619) 557-5600
Guam Mary Lou Michels Moran 001-671-472-7411
Hawaii Natalie Higa (808) 541-1330
Hawaii Bankruptcy Audrey Wong (808) 522-8100
Idaho Amy Hickox (208) 334-1074
Montana Lee Kelleher (406) 542-7260
Nevada Shawn Knox (702) 464-5446
Nevada Bankruptcy Eileen Werkheiser (702) 388-6192
No. Mariana Islands Galo L. Perez 011-670-234-7131
Oregon Mary Anne DeLap (503) 326-8052
Washington Eastern Lee Ann Mauk (509) 353-2150
Washington Western Renee Young (206) 553-0522

Darlene Moore (206) 553-5598
Washington Western-Bk. Aurelle DeLap Erickson (206) 553-7545
TENTH
Colorado Appellate Ardell Schuler (303) 844-3157
Colorado Tom Turner (303) 844-0603
Kansas Evelyn Franklin (316) 269-6321
New Mexico Mary Lou Gonzales (505) 348-2055
Oklahoma Eastern Tami Collins (918) 687-2471
Oklahoma Northern Anita Caldwell (918) 699-4706
Oklahoma Western Carrie McKee (405) 231-4627
Utah Ruth Kawashima (801) 524-6106
Wyoming Stephan Harris (307) 772-2149
ELEVENTH
Alabama Middle Yvonne Goodloe (334) 954-3613
Alabama Northern A. Faye Smitherman (205) 278-1741
Alabama Northern-Bk. Richard Mauk (205) 714-4004
Alabama Southern Chuck Diard (251) 690-2940
Alabama Southern-Bk. Danny O’Brien (251) 441-5391
Florida Middle Sandy Howes (407) 835-4222
Florida Middle-Bk. Celia Rodenmeyer (813) 521-3532
Florida Northern Marilyn Holland (850) 521-3532
Florida Northern-Bk. Richard Mildenberger (850) 942-8940
Florida Southern Steve Larimore (305) 523-5010
Florida Southern-Bk. Joe Falzone (305) 714-1894
Georgia Appellate Nancy Gilman (404) 335-6144
Georgia Northern Allen G. Newman (404) 215-1341
Georgia Northern – Bk. June Phillips (404) 215-1017
Georgia Middle Wanda Misinco (478-752-3497 X 4458
Georgia Southern Kathy White (912) 650-4031
Georgia Southern-Bk. Laura Corzine (912) 650-4130
NATIONAL
DC Circuit Scott Atchue (202) 216-7288
Federal Circuit Bettina Guerre (202) 312-5516
Court of Fed. Claims Harold Wymbs
District Court of DC Regina Larry (202) 354-3362
Court of Veterans Claims Ginny McCray (202) 501-5970 ext. 1035
Judicial Panel on Ariana Estariel (202) 502-2800
   Multi-district Litigation
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FCCA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT LEGIBLY Dues Amounts Enclosed $
Unit Executive = $75
Chief Deputy/Other Court Executive = $50
Deputy Clerk/Retired/Other = $20

Name:
Last First M.I.

Daytime Phone (       ) Ext.

1. Unit Executive 9. Budget Training 17. Training
2. Chief Deputy 10. Pro Se Law Clerk 18. Other
3. Manager/Supervisor/Administrative Analyst 11. Courtroom Deputy
4. Automation/Quality Control 12. Docket Clerk
5. Procurement 13. Intake Clerk
6. Jury 14. Generalist
7. Financial 15. Retired
8. Personnel 16. International Relations

        with Other Courts

Name of Court/Organization:
(Please give the complete title such as “Eastern District of Virginia,” “AO”)

Circuit:

Office Type:
Bankruptcy Circuit District
Probation Pretrial Other

Address to be used for FCCA mailings:

MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO FCCA.
SEND CHECK(S) AND FORM(S) TO:
Pam Twiford
United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit
717 Madison Place, NW
Washington, DC  20439

Please check your areas of sectional interest:

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED




