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FCCA BOARD MEETING
MINUTES

Saturday, January 13, 2007
U.S. District Courthouse, Las Vegas, Nevada

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by President Sheryl Loesch on Saturday,
January 13, 2007, at the U.S. District Courthouse in Las Vegas, Nevada.  
 

Those present were President, Sheryl Loesch; Bill McCool, President-Elect; Jeff
Apperson, Immediate Past President; Sue Rigan, Secretary; John Zingo, Treasurer; David 
Stechmann, Historian. Circuit Representatives:  Deenah Levine, Second Circuit; Bob Barth,
Third Circuit; Rob Walker, Fourth Circuit; David Maland, Fifth Circuit; Cheryl Sweat, Sixth
Circuit;  Susan Kern, Eighth Circuit; Michael Nagy, Ninth Circuit; Ralph DeLoach, Tenth
Circuit; Yvonne Goodloe, Eleventh Circuit; Robin Tabora, Washington DC Federal Courts. 
Committee Chairs: Jenine Wright, Deputy Clerk's Council; Ian Keye, Professional Development;
Patricia McNutt, Journal Editor; Maria Carpenter, Site Selection; Pam Twiford, Membership. 
Also present were Joe Haas, FCCA Past President and MSU Liaison; Dr. Maureen Conner,
Director, MSU Judicial Administration Program; Rick Weare, 2007 Host Clerk, District of
Arizona, Deb Lucas, District of Arizona; Lance Wilson, FCCA Past President and Mid-Year
Host Clerk; Joe Lamura, Southern District of New York; Jim De La Torre and Dave Brown,
Gallagher Benefit Services. 

Sheryl Loesch opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and thanking Lance Wilson
for hosting the Mid-Year conference. She also thanked Rick Weare and Deb Lucas for the work
they’ve done toward the 2007 annual conference.

2007 Annual Conference Update - Tempe, Arizona

Rick Weare thanked Deb Lucas for the tremendous amount of work she’s accomplished. 
He said everyone who attends the conference will enjoy themselves.  The Tempe Mission Palms
Hotel is a wonderful facility.  It is centrally located and features a free shuttle to and from the
airport.  He encourages attendees to bring their family members too, since there are plenty of
nearby activities for them to enjoy.  In order to better estimate the number of attendees who will
be staying at the hotel, Robin Tabora will add questions to the survey that will be posted on
Monkey.com.  

A draft agenda was distributed.  The educational program will be outstanding and the
evening events will feature Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, an optional Diamondbacks ball game,
and a western barbeque.  Justice O’Connor will autograph her book for anyone who brings one to
the event on Monday evening.  The weather will be hot, so be sure to dress accordingly.  Deb
Lucas said the registration fee will be $275 and will include many meals and snack food.  She
said the luncheon will be buffet style, so the Board will need to help move things along in order
to stay on time.  Sheryl Loesch reminded Ms. Lucas to offer a-la-carte registration for seniors. 



Page 2 of  7

There will be an area set aside at which to sell FCCA duffle bags, pins and lanyards. The Vendor
Fair will have a table for FCCA membership, and an FCCA membership form will be included in
the registration packet. 

Ms. Loesch said she has been communicating with the FJC to have a training event in
conjunction with our conference, either before or at the end of the program.  She said these plans
are still in the works but won’t be ready in time for the Tempe conference.  Yvonne Goodloe
suggested perhaps having the FJC program in the middle of the week, if it won’t conflict with
other educational programs.

2008 Annual Conference Update - Louisville, Kentucky

Jeff Apperson reported the conference is in the planning phase and is moving along very
well.  He expects it will be a great conference.  There are several excellent hotels that are
conveniently located and will be highly suitable for our needs.  He is planning on possibly having
a reception at the ballpark and may also rent a skybox at Churchill Downs.  The conference will
be held June 22 through June 26, 2008.  

Secretary’s Report

Sue Rigan distributed a final draft of the minutes from the teleconference board meeting
held on December 9, 2006.  Everyone received the draft via e-mail several weeks ago.  Ian Keye
said he did not attend the conference call and Ms. Rigan said she would remove his name from
the attendees list.  Bill McCool made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  John Zingo
seconded.  The motion carried.  The minutes will be posted on the FCCA’s web site.

Treasurer’s Report

John Zingo reported the funds on deposit are in very good shape, thanks in part to the
advertising revenue and the membership dues received.  His written report, consisting of the
fiscal year 2006 and 2007 summary, and the statement of receipts and disbursements for the first
through fifth quarters of this extended fiscal year, is attached.  He reminded everyone that
Hurricane Katrina relief funds were collected and disbursed through the general checking
account, causing the checking account balance to be somewhat inflated.

Finance Committee Report

Yvonne Goodloe reminded everyone that the eighteen-month fiscal year will expire on
June 30, 2006.  She also mentioned the funds available for the Clerk’s Council and Deputy
Clerk’s Council are subject to what is actually collected.

Historian’s Report
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David Stechmann’s report is attached.  He plans on hosting the Historian Room in Tempe
as well as running a daily slide presentation of photos taken during the conference.  Anyone who
takes pictures during the conference may give him a disc of their photos to be included in the
daily slide show and conference photo album.   He said he is pleased with how the Historian
Room has grown over the years, but the added growth necessitates more effort and he would
greatly appreciate any assistance with unpacking, set-up and re-packing the display.  He is not
planning on having the Historian for a Day in Tempe.

Clerks’ Council Report

Sheryl Loesch reported on behalf of Karen Mitchell who was unable to attend.  She said
the Clerks’ Council purchased five plaques for retiring Clerks and that the plaques were very
nice.  Also, Ms. Mitchell has been assisting Jenine Wright with the survey.  Ms. Mitchell’s report
will be published in the Winter 2007 issue of the Journal.  

Deputy Clerks’ Council Report

Jenine Wright passed around a sample calendar made from photos taken at the Boston
Conference.  Photos from the Tempe conference could be used as a fund-raiser for a 2008
calendar.  The calendar could also include FCCA deadlines.  Advance orders would be taken to
avoid ordering a surplus.  Ralph DeLoach made a motion to approve the calendars as a fund-
raiser.  It was seconded by Robin Tabora.  The motion carried.

Ms. Wright distributed FCCA inscribed ink pens for Circuit Representatives to give to
their District Representatives, who will give them to new members as they join or renew.  She
also suggested the FCCA President draft a thank-you letter acknowledging their membership,
which would be given to the member along with the pen upon payment of their dues.  A
suggestion was made to give away lanyards as a gift to first-time attendees.  Cris Beeman will be
handling the 2007 conference pin fund-raiser.

A copy of the survey was distributed.  Ms. Wright asked everyone to submit to her their
suggestions within two weeks.

There was a suggestion to revise the membership card on the web site.  It was further
suggested we purchase a couple boxes of card stock to print membership cards to give to
members.  It was felt that the membership cards and thank-you letters should be centralized and
Pam Twiford said she would look into it.

It was decided the Blood for Life report dates will remain the same. 

MSU Program Update  

Maureen Conner said they would like to have a graduation ceremony at the 2009
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conference for those students who’ve completed the five-year program.  Ms. Conner reported
their marketing has grown and interest toward credit bearing courses and a Masters Degree is
growing as well.  Some students have asked MSU to keep track of their hours attended and they
would then pay for their participation when they complete the program.  The University has
agreed to do so.  Ms. Conner asked whether the FCCA would network with Clerks to offer
internships to their students.  Ms. Loesch said it is up to individual Clerks to offer student
internships, but she would ask Karen Mitchell to discuss the topic in greater detail with Ms.
Conner.  Ms. Conner also reported she is working with the FJC and other organizations to offer
court employees additional types of credential opportunities.

Joe Haas reminded everyone that thus far we have not had to hire any instructors for the
MSU program, but some day we may have to.  He questioned whether the Board felt was it
important to accomplish the program within five years and to keep the same five-year cycle
ongoing after this cycle is complete.  A copy of the five-year plan is attached.  Bill McCool made
a motion to keep the five-year cycle and to keep the same cycle ongoing.  Ralph DeLoach
seconded.  The motion carried.  Sheryl Loesch suggested exploring all options to make the
program fit within five years, including adding an extra day at the end of the conference and
having courses available on-line.  Mr. Haas emphasized the need to get information out to
everyone, not only on the website, but also in the Journal, with the membership drive, and any
other way imaginable.   

Journal Report

Pat McNutt said the Winter 2007 issue will be ready to post on-line in a few days.  They
are always looking for new topics of interest.  Ralph DeLoach suggested profiling our typesetter,
since she has been helping us for many years and has always charged only $20 per page for her
services.  Joe Haas asked everyone to forward the e-mail when the Journal is available on-line.

Cheryl Sweat said she continues to solicit advertisers for the Journal.  A letter was sent to
all vendors at the Boston vendor fair.  Ms. Sweat circulated a draft rate card for advertisers. 
Several slight modifications were suggested.  A motion to approve the rate card as modified was
made by Ralph DeLoach and seconded by John Zingo.  The motion carried.  

FCCA Membership in Other Organizations

Jeff Apperson said the FCCA has a unique opportunity to become involved in two
international associations, the European Union of Court Administrators and the International
Association of Court Administrators.  Our affiliation would help us share our best practices and
raise the FCCA’s image worldwide.  

Bill McCool said it is unfortunate some members haven’t seen the connection between
the FCCA’s international involvement and the benefits it brings to our organization and to our
country.  Our efforts have helped emerging democracies around the world at relatively little cost. 
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It is important to keep in mind we have a greater purpose and the assistance we provide will reap
many benefits.  Many of our members have participated when their court has hosted a group of
foreign judges.  Most certainly, their experiences are rewarding, memorable and offer unique
perspectives on the legal cultures of other countries.  He noted the FCCA’s international
involvement has piqued the interest of the Judicial Conference, more so than any other project
we’ve undertaken.  In fact, the Judicial Conference made our President a standing member of the
Judicial Conference Committee on International Relations, which is quite an honor for the
FCCA.  Our organization has gained a tremendous amount of respect as a result of what we’ve
accomplished thus far and it is important for us to keep our international efforts moving forward,
not only for the FCCA’s benefit, but also for the benefit of our country.  

Member Benefits Update  

Jim De la Torre and his boss, Dave Brown, from Gallagher Benefit Services presented a
copy of the revised royalty agreement, representing the contract between Gallagher Benefit
Services and the FCCA to administer the Federal First Group Insurance Program. Bill McCool
said this agreement addresses all concerns previously raised and has been reviewed and approved
by three different attorneys.  In essence, the FCCA can accept revenue up to ten percent of our
dues received and the revenue received from this agreement isn’t expected to exceed that
amount.  The Board recessed for lunch to allow for plenty of time to review the agreement. 
Upon return, all Board members said they reviewed the agreement and there were no further
questions.  Ralph DeLoach made a motion to approve the agreement.  Yvonne Goodloe
seconded.  The motion carried.

Jim De la Torre provided an update on the Long Term Disability Program and Dental
Programs in place.  He said the federal market is challenging and they continuously strive to find
programs that meet our needs.  For example, they are exploring a dental/vision discount program
that provides a discount on services rendered and works along with our flexible spending plan. 
They will soon present a marketing tool which will explain it in greater detail.  They are also
exploring an alternative life insurance program that will be better that FEGLI.  

Mr. De la Torre presented an overview of the educational programs he’ll be presenting at
the annual conference.  A copy of his outline is attached.  Sheryl Loesch thanked Mr. De la Torre
and Mr. Brown for their hard work toward providing us greater benefits.

FERS Sick Leave Initiative

Sheryl Loesch reported Deborah Beck was scheduled to present a full report to the Board,
but her flight was canceled and she was unable to reschedule in time to attend the meeting.  Ms.
Loesch will schedule a conference call with Ms. Beck and the Board very soon. 

Membership Committee Report
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Pam Twiford reported we currently have 1277 members, consisting of 55 Clerks, 56
Chief Deputy Clerks, and 1166 Deputy Clerks.  She reminded everyone that the kickoff drive for
next year begins on June 1, 2007.  She intends to have the membership information materials to
the Circuit Representatives by May 18.  Sheryl Loesch reported the by-laws have been updated to
reflect the new membership year.  

Awards Committee Report

Sue Rigan noted the standardized deadline for submitting award nominations, April 15,
falls on a Sunday this year.  The Board agreed the deadline will automatically roll to Monday,
April 16.  Ms. Rigan said she will send out a reminder approximately two weeks in advance of
the deadline.

Professional Development Committee Report

Ian Keye reported the educational program for the Tempe conference will be outstanding. 
He also prepared an article about the Carol Fitzgerald scholarship program for the Journal.

International Relations Committee Update

Ralph DeLoach asked the Board to think about joining the International Association for
Court Administrators.  The cost would be $1000.

Conference Advisory Committee Report

Robin Tabora reported Deb Lucas has joined the Advisory Committee as its newest
member.  She said there will be an article in the Journal summarizing the 2006 Boston
Conference survey results.  The results will also be posted on the website.  Maria Carpenter said
Appendix 8 of the Conference Guidelines still needs to be updated.  Also, Team Boston has not
yet closed out their books and needs to do so as soon as possible.

Site Selection Committee Report

Ian Keye researched the cost of having a conference in the San Francisco area.  He said it
would be too expensive, estimating registration costs would be somewhere between $600 - $900
per person.  Sheryl Loesch asked him to continue researching the area for the next time the
conference is on the west side.  Ms. Loesch reported NCBC has already signed contracts with
hotels through 2010, so it is unlikely we will have a joint conference with them until after that
time.  Ms. Loesch said she would contact Cam Burke to see whether he is interested in hosting a
conference in Sun Valley. 

There was a general discussion about getting Clerks more enthused about sending staff to
the conferences.  Maria Carpenter suggested Sheryl Loesch send another memo to all Clerks.  Joe
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Haas suggested the mentor program for new Clerks include an introduction to the FCCA.  Sheryl
Loesch will ask Karen Mitchell if the Clerks’ Council would be willing to pay the conference 
registration fee for any Clerk new to their position within the last two years.

Nominations Committee Report

Anne Stygles was unable to attend due to a family illness.  She prepared an article for the
Journal summarizing her report.  This year, elections will be held for the offices of President-
Elect and Secretary, as well as Circuit Representatives for the odd-numbered circuits. 
Nomination forms must be returned by mail or fax to Ms. Stygles before March 16.

The general business meeting adjourned at 2:15 p.m.  The Board held an executive
session and adjourned at 3:00 p.m

Respectfully Submitted,

Sue Rigan
FCCA Secretary

Attachments: Treasurer’s Report
Historian Report
MSU Judicial Administration Five-Year Plan
Federal First Educational Programs
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