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FCCA MINUTES        
Teleconference Board Meeting  

Monday, May 22, 2006 - 12:00 p.m.  (Eastern Time)

The meeting was called to order by President Sheryl Loesch on Monday, May 22, 2006 at
12:00 p.m. Eastern time.  

Those present:  Sheryl Loesch, President; Bill McCool, President-Elect; Jeff Apperson,
Immediate Past President; Sue Rigan, Secretary; John Zingo, Treasurer; David Stechmann,
Historian. Circuit Representatives: Ginny Hurley, First Circuit; Maria Carpenter, Second Circuit;
Bob Barth, Third Circuit; Rob Walker, Fourth Circuit; Jeanne Henderson, Fifth Circuit, Cheryl
Sweat, Sixth Circuit; Peggy Guernsey, Seventh Circuit; Susan Kern, Eighth Circuit, Peter
Tagliaferri, Ninth Circuit; Ralph DeLoach, Tenth Circuit.  Committee Chairs: Karen Mitchell,
Clerk’s Council;  Pat McNutt, Journal Editor; Anne Stygles, Nominations; Joe Haas, MSU
liaison. 

Welcome New Circuit Representative

Sheryl Loesch introduced Rob Walker whom she appointed to replace Betsy Paret as
Fourth Circuit Representative.  Ms. Paret has accepted a new position as Deputy Circuit
Executive.  Mr. Walker will fulfill the remainder of her term and will begin a new term
commencing at this year’s annual conference.  

Maria Carpenter mentioned Deenah Levine was sitting in with her as an observer.  Ms.
Levine will be the new Second Circuit Representative. 

Update on Benefits Program

Jim Murphy and Bill McCool have been working on a benefits program that would offer
a variety of insurance plans, including disability, dental, homeowners, automobile, life, vision,
technology, and much more, to our FCCA members.  Any revenue gained from the sale of any
plan would be used to support FCCA programs. Together they presented a draft agreement
between FCCA and Gallagher & Company, a letter from the Office of General Counsel and
comments to the issues raised by the General Counsel.  Mr. McCool reminded everyone that their
goal is to enhance the quality of life of FCCA members by providing more options than currently
available.

Previously, the Board expressed a desire to have certain legal issues reviewed.  Mr.
Murphy met with a tax attorney and, after additional review by the General Counsel’s office,
certain provisions of the draft agreement were modified.  However, some member remained
concerned over the exclusivity of the agreement, whether any adverse tax implications remained,
and whether any ethical concerns were resolved.  Ms. Hurley suggested having Jim DeLaTorre 
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make a presentation to the Board at the Conference and resolve any final concerns.  Ms. Loesch
said all questions concerning the benefits program package should be presented in advance so
that the Board can be prepared to move forward following Mr. DeLaTorre’s presentation.

Government Managers Coalition - Proposal for Unused Sick Leave Under FERS

Sheryl Loesch reported the Government Managers Coalition has a proposal to modify the
Federal Employees Retirement System (FERS) to allow federal employees credit for unused sick
leave at retirement to offset the cost of health care.  Under the proposal, the value of unused sick
leave is calculated and subtracted from the monthly cost of health insurance, thereby reducing the
overall cost upon retirement.  Ms. Loesch contacted the Coalition and was given permission for
the FCCA to align itself with the proposal if approved by the Board.  John Zingo made a motion
to support of the proposal. Maria Carpenter seconded.  The motion carried.  Ms. Loesch will
contact the Coalition and inform them of our support.  She’ll also report our support to the
members at the annual conference.

NACM’s 4  National Symposium on Court Managementth

Sheryl Loesch shared an e-mail she received from Chris Johnson, suggesting the FCCA
join in planning the 4  National Symposium on Court Management, together with the Nationalth

Center for State Courts, Institute for Court Management, Conference of Chief Justices,
Conference of State Court Administrators, U.S. Department of Justice, and others.  The first,
second and third symposiums were in 1981, 1990 and 2000 respectively, and the 4  symposiumth

would be held in conjunction with NACM’s annual conference in 2010. 

Maria Carpenter commented that such programs often highly emphasize state court
issues.  John Zingo said the FCCA would need a very strong presence in planning in order to
make it worthwhile.  Bill McCool suggested we explore further, keeping the Board’s concerns in
mind.  Ms. Loesch said she will get more information and report back to the Board.

Special Service Award - Proposed Program Description

Sue Rigan presented a proposed program description for the FCCA Special Service
Award.  She reported the award was created in 1995 to recognize FCCA members who have
made significant contributions to the organization.  Historically, no member has received the
award twice and no more than five awards are usually given out in a year.  David Stechmann
suggested removing the sentence “Previous winners are ineligible.” Bill McCool made a motion
to adopt the program description as amended.  Bob Barth seconded.  The motion carried.

Ms Rigan further reported she is reviewing the program descriptions for the Opperman,
Ross Levy and Angie Awards and will present proposals at the annual conference.
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2008 Conference Bid   

Ginny Hurley and Maria Carpenter reported the Western District of Kentucky (Louisville)
submitted a bid to host the 2008 annual conference.  The conference would be held at the
Marriott Hotel, located approximately 8 miles from the airport.  There are many local attractions
and the airport is a Southwest Airlines hub, making airfare affordable to many.  Ms. Hurley made
a motion to hold the 2008 conference in Louisville.  Bob Barth seconded.  The motion carried.

Boston Conference Update

Ginny Hurley said they are finalizing their plans and the conference is in great shape.
There are many fantastic events planned as well as a few surprises. The educational program is
almost complete and promises to be outstanding.  

Sheryl Loesch indicated the Board meeting will be held at 9:00 am on Sunday morning. 
The room location will be available upon check-in.

Membership Update

John Zingo reported on behalf of Pam Twiford.  He said there are 1062 paid members to
date.  

Old Business

Maria Carpenter said she was investigating whether Turbo Tax could be made available
to FCCA members.  Her investigation is continuing.

The meeting adjourned at 12:55 pm.

Respectfully submitted, 

Sue Rigan, FCCA Secretary
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