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FCCA BOARD MEETING
MINUTES

Sunday, June 24, 2007 - Tempe, Arizona

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by President Sheryl Loesch on Sunday, June
24, 2007, in Tempe, Arizona.  

Those present were President, Sheryl Loesch; Bill McCool, President-Elect; Jeff
Apperson, Immediate Past-President; Sue Rigan, Secretary; John Zingo, Treasurer; David 
Stechmann, Historian. Circuit Representatives: Ginny Hurley, First Circuit; Deenah Levine,
Second Circuit; Bob Barth, Third Circuit; Rob Walker, Fourth Circuit; Dave Maland, Fifth
Circuit; Cheryl Sweat, Sixth Circuit; Peggy Guernsey, Seventh Circuit; Michael Nagy, Ninth
Circuit; Yvonne Goodloe, Eleventh Circuit; Robin Tabora, Washington DC Federal Courts. 
Committee Chairs: Jenine Wright, Deputy Clerk's Council; Ian Keye, Professional Development;
Patricia McNutt, Journal Editor; Anne Stygles, Nominations; Maria Carpenter, Site Selection;
Laudin Battino, Leave Share Coordinator.  Also present were Barry Lander, President of the
National Conference of Bankruptcy Clerks (NCBC); Sam Hamrick, FCCA Past-President; Jim
De La Torre, Gallagher Benefit Services; Maureen Connor, Michigan State University (MSU);
Terry Nafisi, MSU; Deb Lucas, District of Arizona; Cindy Idema, Western District of Michigan;
Cassandra Smith, Federal Circuit Court of Appeals; Mark Richmond, Eastern District of
California. 

President’s Report
 

Sheryl Loesch opened the meeting by welcoming and thanking everyone in attendance.
Ms. Loesch reported the FERS Sick Leave Initiative Subcommittee has been working with
lobbyist Deborah Beck on various key points.  The committee will meet again after the Fourth of
July to determine the next phase of moving forward, which may include making phone calls to
key legislators and possibly a letter writing campaign.  She also thanked Deb Lucas and Team
Tempe for hosting the conference and putting together an exceptional educational program.

Tempe Conference Update

Deb Lucas reported 280 people were registered for the conference along with 70
additional guests.  There were 67 people registered as first time attendees.  The budget for the
conference is in excellent shape and every attendee is paid in full.  There was an overwhelming
response to Justice Sandra Day O’Connor’s book signing.  Justice O’Connor personalized and
autographed over 400 books.  Approximately 325 people signed up to hear Justice O’Connor
speak at the federal courthouse on Monday, June 25th.

Ms. Lucas provided an overview of the additional events taking place at the conference. 
She reminded everyone to always wear their conference ID badges and bring their tickets to all of
the events.
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Awards Report

Sue Rigan reported there will be three Special Service Award recipients and two
Opperman Award recipients.  There were no nominees for the Ross Levy Award.  In order to
solicit nominations, an article is written for the Journal and an e-mail is sent to all Board
members about two weeks prior to the deadline.  In order to encourage more participation, a
suggestion was made to post a reminder on the Current Events and also to the ListServ.  

A total of 229 certificates of recognition were printed, including 127 for District
representatives, six for Team Tempe, and six for 25 years of FCCA service.  A special certificate
of appreciation will be presented to Steven Mandel and Don Miller for their work on the
ListServ.  Awards were purchased for Special Service, Opperman, three departing Officers, and
the host court.  A suggestion was made to announce the recipients on the ListServ.

Treasurer’s Report

John Zingo presented a written report on the income and expenses for the last seven
quarters, beginning with October 2005, and ending with April 2007.  He also submitted a
statement of receipts and disbursements for April 1, 2007 through June 21, 2007.  Both reports
are attached.  The total funds on deposit are $75,100.53.  There was no profit from the Boston
conference.  

Finance Report

Yvonne Goodloe presented a draft budget for fiscal year 2008, and a summary of the
fiscal year 2007 budget.  Her report is attached.  Ms. Goodloe reported the budget is in very
healthy shape.  The discounted offer on membership dues at the end of the 18-month
membership period was successful at collecting additional dues.  There was a brief discussion
about the need to diversify our membership.  

Ms. Goodloe reported Mr. Zingo did a fantastic job at investing the FCCA’s funds.  It
was recommended that the remaining duffle bags and pins be sold at a discounted price during
the conference.  Ms. Goodloe made a motion to donate all remaining duffle bags to Team Tempe. 
The motion was seconded by John Zingo.  The motion carried.  Bill McCool made a motion to
pass the budget as presented.  John Zingo seconded.  The motion carried.

Membership Report

Ms. Cassandra Smith presented the Membership Committee report on behalf of Pam
Twiford who was unable to attend the conference.  Ms. Smith said there were 1227 members to
date, consisting of 55 Unit Executives, 63 Chief Deputies, and 1109 Deputy Clerks.  The
membership drive materials for 2008 were mailed in May.  They are working on a list of the top
ten frequently asked membership questions to send to all Circuit Representatives for distribution. 
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They are also working on a mock-up of new membership cards and will have a draft ready soon. 

Journal Update

Pat McNutt said she will use the ListServ to solicit topics for future articles.  This allows
her to get an idea of the topics that are of interest to members.  Cheryl Sweat questioned whether
the three-column format or the single page format was more desirable.  Cindy Idema said the
single page format was much easier to read on-line.  Sheryl Loesch said the NCBC tracks its web
statistics including how many downloads are made.  She said she will ask Linda Wade-Bahr
whether this information is available from the FCCA’s web site.  Ms. Sweat said she will get an
estimate on the cost of having two versions of the Journal, a single page format for the on-line
version, and the three-column version for the hard copy.  Articles for the next journal are due by
August 20th in order to meet the October 1st distribution date.  Sheryl Loesch said she will write
an article about the FERS sick leave initiative.  The next Journal will have pictures from the
Tempe Conference. Although the next cover will feature Tempe, Ms. Sweat is always looking for
ideas for cover pictures.  Ms. Sweat also reported she will contact the vendors at the vendor fair
for future advertising.

Professional Development

Ian Keye submitted a written report which is attached.  He noted Team Tempe included
on the educational agenda a number of sessions focused on specific job functions, such as
docketing, ECF, case management and human resources.  These job specific sessions are
expected to be very popular.  In addition, Team Tempe did an excellent job of arranging for a
variety of interesting and informative sessions to meet our obligations to the MSU participants.

Only one Carol Fitzgerald Scholarship was awarded this year.  The deadline for
nominations next year is April 15, 2008.  An effort will be made to get the word out about the
availability of the scholarship program. 

MSU Update

Maureen Connor presented two handouts which are attached.  Currently, there are 56
students enrolled in the MSU program.  The first graduation ceremony will be held at the annual
conference in 2009. Some students who may have missed courses along the way can make them
up on-line and still participate in the ceremony.  Sheryl Loesch recommended Ms. Connor
contact Mr. David Weaver, Clerk of Court for the Eastern District of Michigan, to help organize
the ceremony.  Other suggestions included special recognition for the graduates at the Awards
Banquet and perhaps having the graduates pictured on the Journal cover wearing cap and gown.

Ms. Connor raised concern about how to assure handouts for the courses are available at
the annual conference.  Jim De La Torre said he received a written questionnaire as to what he
needed as a conference facilitator, which was followed-up with a written response outlining what
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was expected and agreed.  Maria Carpenter said she would address the matter in the Conference
Guidelines so that expectations of facilitators are spelled out clearly.

Ms. Connor asked whether MSU should explore developing a program of comprehensive
legal research and writing, similar to a paralegal program, but designed specifically for court
employees.  The Board agreed it was worth exploring.

Ms. Connor also announced the FJC has three additional courses toward meeting the
requirements of the Judicial Administration Program: Foundations in Management, Strategic
Planning for Information Technology, and Performance Management in Courts.

Elections Report

Anne Stygles reported receiving one nomination for President-Elect, James Larsen, one
nomination for Secretary, Sue Rigan, one nomination for the Ninth Circuit Representative,
Michael Nagy, and one nomination for the Eleventh Circuit Representative, Nancy Gilman.  She
did not receive nominations for the First, Third, Fifth, and Seventh Circuits, so those positions
will be appointed by Bill McCool after he takes office as President.  There are no by-law changes
in this year’s election.

Site Selection Report

Sheryl Loesch reported receiving a letter of interest to host the 2009 Annual Conference
from David Weaver, Clerk of Court for the Eastern District of Michigan.  Mr. Weaver received
bids from two exceptional hotels in the Detroit area, the Ritz-Carlton, who indicated they could
offer the prevailing government per diem rate, and the Hyatt Regency.  Both hotels are located in
Dearborn, a suburb approximately 10 miles from downtown Detroit, and both offer ample
conference space and guest rooms.  Mr. Weaver is already working with the National Sales
Manager from the Detroit Metro Convention and Visitors Bureau.  Robin Tabora made a motion
to move forward and explore locations for the annual conference in 2010.  Jenine Wright
seconded.  The motion carried.

Historian Report

David Stechmann submitted a written report.  A copy of his report is attached.  Included
are interesting highlights from the past Annual Conference held in Arizona in 1991.  

Mr. Stechmann said the digital photos from the 2004, 2005, and 2006 annual conferences
are available for viewing in the Historian Room.  Also new this year is the 2006 Boston
conference binder and memorabilia, the 2007 Las Vegas mid-year conference photos, and earlier
Journals donated by Jane Bauer.  Of special interest, 20 years ago, the 1987 Conference was held
in Hawaii and the keynote speaker was Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton, then First Lady of
Arkansas.  Anyone wishing to view the 2007 conference photos may visit the FCCA’s web site
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shortly after the conference.   

Clerk’s Council Report

Sheryl Loesch reported on behalf of Karen Mitchell who was unable to attend the
conference.  Ms. Mitchell’s report on the Clerk’s Council survey results is available from Ms.
Loesch.  Ms. Mitchell did an excellent job compiling the results which will be used as a tool for
developing programs and plans for the future.  Bob Lowney will be the speaker at the
Clerks/Chief Deputies’ luncheon and Allen Brown will be the speaker at the Deputy Clerks’
luncheon.  Mr. Brown will explain the results of the court compensation study.

Deputy Clerk’s Council Report 

Jenine Wright reported six or seven Executive Board members are attending the
conference and they plan to meet together while here.  Three Executive Board members need to
be replaced and she is working on their replacements.  It was decided first time attendees will
receive a free lanyard and conference pin.  The 2007 conference pins have not yet arrived but are
expected to be delivered soon.  Ink pens were previously distributed to District Reps to give to
anyone who join or renew their membership. 

Ms. Wright said the Council is looking for ideas for the Council to explore.  Pat McNutt
suggested looking at ways to get the word out about the FCCA.  John Zingo suggested sending a
copy of the Journal to every Federal Court divisional office for circulation and display.  Sheryl
Loesch said she will talk with Pam Twiford about getting labels for the divisional offices.  Rob
Walker had two sources who presented bids for producing single-page FCCA calendars.  Bill
McCool made a motion to have Mr. Walker move forward and design a final proof along with
obtaining actual production costs, including mailing.  Yvonne Goodloe seconded.  The motion
carried.

International Relations Committee Report

Sheryl Loesch reported on behalf of Ralph DeLoach who is working on a project in
Indonesia.  Ms. Loesch attended the International Judicial Relations Committee in Oklahoma
City where she met Justice O’Connor who received a ceremonial Indian blessing presented by
the Indian nations.  Ms. Loesch presented a workshop with her Chief Judge to Chief Judges and
Court Administrators in Slovenia.  This trip was sponsored by the State Department.  From
Slovenia, she and her Chief Judge also traveled at their own expense to Prague to see the CEELI
Training Center where Iraqi judges are being trained.  She said a lot of developing countries
don’t have Clerks of Court to handle administrative tasks.  She asked Yvonne Goodloe to help
develop a court administration booklet for their use.  Ms. Loesch also learned that computers are
in great demand, yet the federal courts often have difficulty excessing their computers as they are
cycled out of use.  She said the rules of excessing computers and the cost of shipping them
overseas is being addressed by our State Department and others, in order to aid  the judiciaries of
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other countries.  

2008 Louisville Conference Report

Jeff Apperson introduced Celia Furlong and Brenda Steutermann who have been
instrumental in planning next year’s conference.  The theme for the conference is “Racing for
Greatness.”  There are a number of exciting events planned, including an evening at an exclusive
location within Churchill Downs.  The educational program should be outstanding.  A financial
forum is being considered in combination with the conference.  International guests may be
invited.  The hotel has been completely renovated and is in a great location for all visitors.  In
order to help raise funds, a raffle for several unique gifts will be held at the business luncheon.

Other Business

Mr. Jim De La Torre reported the disability insurance program has been transferred from
Hartford to Aetna, but the members shouldn’t notice any other changes.  Aetna will bring quality
service.  He said he has been getting a lot of requests for retirement seminars and benefits
overviews.  He uses those opportunities to promote the FCCA whenever possible.  He reminds
his attendees that the FCCA has made the FERS sick leave initiative a reality and is working very
hard to get it enacted.  He offered to help get he word out about the many benefits of FCCA
membership.

Mr. Sam Hamrick, Clerk of Court for the Southern District of California and former
FCCA President,  gave a report on the status of the court compensation study.  The
Administrative Office is undertaking the study to examine the courts’ current compensation
structure to determine whether it needs to be modified as part of an overall cost containment
measure.  The completed  report consists of seven components.  Mr. Hamrick suggested the
FCCA look at the report and possibly engage in a dialog on its issues.  He reminded everyone
that Mr. Allen Brown will be speaking on this topic at the Deputy Clerk’s luncheon and he
encouraged everyone to listen and ask questions.  Some Board members felt certain options of
the report, if enacted, could slow compensation growth for staff and adversely affect morale.  Jeff
Apperson said the Board has a duty to inform and protect the interests of its members. Bill
McCool said this demonstrates the need for a committee that will screen legislation and present
their findings to the Board for discussion.  Mr. Hamrick said the report will be presented to the
Judicial Conference who has the final decision on what options will be adopted.

Bill McCool thanked Sheryl Loesch for her outstanding service as President.  He has
several ideas for future growth and development.  He asked whether the Board would consider
reimbursing guest speakers who pay their own way to give a presentation at the conference.  A
motion was made by Bob Barth to reimburse guest speakers and facilitators up to $200 of their
out-of pocket expenses.  John Zingo seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
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Mr. McCool said he would like the Board to write position descriptions on what each
Board member is responsible for.  Each Board member has an equal role to represent his or her
constituents and to come prepared at each Board meeting by soliciting them.  He plans on
creating two new ad-hoc committees, one on marketing and outreach and another on legislative
affairs and policy matters.  Members of those committees will be announced soon.  He reported
Sheryl Loesch will be the next Chair of the International Relations Committee and he
emphasized the importance of the Committee’s work in promoting the rule of law around the
world.  Steve Mandel will be the FCCA’s new webmaster and items new to the web will go to
Mr. McCool for review.  It is important to keep the web site current and there is a need to expand
its space.  Linda Wade is exploring the cost of expansion.

Robin Tabora said a conference survey was undertaken at the end of the last several
conferences and she asked whether the Board would like to continue that practice at a cost of
only $20.  Everyone agreed the information obtained each year from the survey is useful and it
should be continued. 

Sheryl Loesch reported receiving a call from AO Director Jim Duff who expressed his
regrets at not being able to attend this year’s conference.  Ms. Loesch also thanked all Board
members for their hard work during her term as President.

The meeting adjourned at 1:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sue Rigan
FCCA Secretary
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